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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To naturally absorb an impact force produced when a transfer 
material enters a fixing portion without strain by providing a confirming 
means for confirming that the leading end of a transfer material reaches 
the vicinity of a fixing portion and a switching means for switching a 
supporting member from the first condition to the second condition 
according to the confirming operation of the confirming means. 

CONSTITUTION: When the leading end Pa of a transfer material P reaches the 
vicinity of a fixing portion Y, the condition is confirmed by a confirming 
means 28, and a supporting member 24 is switched from the first condition 
to the second condition by the operation of a solenoid 27. Accordingly, the 
transfer material P forms a slack between the first suction deck 30 and the 
second suction deck 33, so that even the leading end Pa of the transfer 
material P enters the fixing portion Y and impact is applied to the leading 
end, the impace is absorbed in the slack portion positioned between the 
first suction deck 30 and the second suction deck 33 to keep the impact 
from being transmitted to the transfer material P which is passing through 
the fixing portion. 
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